
Sts. Peter & Paulõs Catholic Church 

Centennial Celebration 1909-2009 
S U N D A Y ,  J U N E  2 8 ,  2 0 0 9  W A R R E N ,  M I N N E S O T A  

History of  

Sts. Peter & Paul 

Page 

Fr. Massonat: 

1909-1910 

2 

Fr. Fraling 

Nov. 1914-April 1915 

2 

Fr. Funk 

April 1915-Oct. 1915 

2 

Fr. Qullien 

1917 (a few months) 

3 

Fr. Merrill 

Sept. 1917-Feb. 1919 

3 

Fr. T.J. Heavey 

1919 

3 

Fr. Lyons 

Aug. 1919-1924 

3 

Fr. Mulvey 

Aug. 1924-1949 

3 

Fr. Stumps 

July 1949-1952 

4 

Fr. Lemen 

June 1952-1963 

4 

Fr. Monroe 

July 1963-Feb. 1965 

4 

Fr. Connely 

March 1965-July 1969 

5 

Fr. Proulx 

July 1969-June 1971 

5 

Fr. Nistler 

June 1971-June 1981 

5 

Fr. Bernauer 

June 1981-Jan. 1987 

6 

Fr. Glanzmann 

Jan. 1987-June 1987 

6 

Fr. Palcisko 

June 1987-June 1992 

7 

Fr. Sullivan 

July 1992-June 2000 

7 

Fr. Weisler 

July 2000-June 2001 

7 

Fr. LaMoine 

July 2001-June 2006 

8 

Fr. Sylvester 

July 2006-Present 

8 

Youth Rally 9 

Centennial  9 

HESED 10 

Grotto Donors 11 

Brick Donors 12 

 òIn July of 2008, Father 

Emmanuel appointed a 

Centennial Planning 

Committee to meet for 

the purpose of planning 

activities for a centennial 

celebration for the Dio-

cese of Crookston and 

also for the Parish of Sts. 

Peter and Paul in 2009.  

 With some modifica-

tion, the theme that was 

used for the 2008 Youth 

Rally, was chosen to be 

included in the Centen-

nial theme also: "Say Not, 

I Am Too Young" -"Say 

Not, I Am Too Old". We 

are never too young, or 

too old, to serve others 

and spread the love of 

our Lord, Jesus Christ.  

 The committee also 

chose a project that 

would involve the whole 

parish and would be a 

lasting memory for years 
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to come. A statue of our 

Blessed Mother Mary was 

chosen to be mounted on 

a cement slab with a brick 

arch put over the statue 

creating a Grotto just out-

side the church entrance. 

The statue, Our Lady of 

Grace, was made in Italy 

and was shipped to our 

church. Donations were 

accepted for the whole 

project, and the support 

from the parish was over-

whelming.  

 This would not have 

been possible without the 

generosity of the congrega-

tion and friends of the par-

ish. The Grotto will be 

blessed at the Centennial 

Celebration Mass on June 

28, 2009 by Bishop Michael 

Hoeppner.ó 

Bishop Michael Hoeppner 

òSay Not, I Am Too YoungñSay Not, I Am Too Oldó 

Our Lady of Grace 
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 From 1880 to the time a 

congregation was formed in 

Warren, Mass was said infre-

quently for the Catholic fami-

lies of Radium and Warren. 

Around the year 1906, Masses 

were held at the Nick 

Schantzen home in Radium. 

Francis Ferguson was baptized 

at the Schantzen home. His 

brother, Charles, was a mem-

ber of our Parish community 

from 1901 until his death in 

June of 1979. 

 It is believed that the first 

Mass celebrated by 

the Rev. Claude 

Massonet in Warren 

was in 1909 or 1910. 

 In 1914, when Father Jo-

seph Fraling was pastor at 

Stephen, it became evident to 

him that a Catholic Parish 

must be established in Warren 

to care for the spiritual needs 

of a considerable Catholic 

population there. His first 

Mass was celebrated in the 

"Unique Theatre" (where 

Hardware Hank, at 201 East 

Johnson is now), on 

November 29th with 

75 people in atten-

dance. After the 

services were over, an elec-

tion of trustees was held. Mr. 

J. O. Herrick, who was the 

agent at the Soo Line Depot, 

was elected secretary, and Mr. 

G. W. Smith,  a drayman, was 

elected treasurer. The Parish 

was incorporated on Decem-

ber 10, 1914. 

 The Protestant people of 

Warren aided considerably in 

building this Parish. One of 

them who deserves special 

mention is Attorney Julius J. 

Olson, father of Attorney 

Sletten Olson. In February of 

1915, Attorney Olson formu-

lated a subscription list for the 

new Church and backed it 

with a personal gift of $300 

and the lot. It looks as if the 

ecumenical movement was on 

the way then. 

 It was decided to build a 

frame church for the sum of 

$4,000.  With the help of the 

parishioners, especially the 

digging operations of Spring-

mier and Smith, the church 

was completed that very sum-

mer. The church stood on the 

lot where Eleanor Solbergõs 

home is today at 410 North 

Fifth Street. On October 10, 

1915 Bishop Timothy Corbett 

of Crookston, dedicated the 

new building, and on the same 

day installed the Rev. John P. 

Funk as its first resident pas-

tor. Father Funk had the addi-

tional charge of Euclid and 

Oslo, which were missions of 

Warren at the time. A house 

on the lot southwest of the 

church was purchased as 

the first rectory.  

 The first baptism re-

corded in the new Sts. Pe-

ter and Paul parish was that 

of Katharine Ferguson, 

which took place in Octo-

ber of 1915. The first nup-

tial Mass was a double wed-

ding ceremony performed 

at the church on November 

17, 1915 for Mr. and Mrs. 

Henry Walhaupt (nee 

Emma Stroble) and Mr. and 

Mrs. William Zblewski (nee 

Lenora Schantzen). The first 

funeral was in January of 

1916 for Mr. F. Schantzen, 

Mrs. William Zblewski's 

grandfather. 

 The first financial report 

of the Church was pub-

lished in December of 1916, 

listing the financial position 

of the 

Parish and 

a list of 

names of 

the first 

years' 

member-

ship. They 

were: J. 

Costello, 

O. Doug-

las, Hugh 

Ferguson, 

Mary Ferguson, W. Finch, 

Mrs. M. Finnegan, Mrs. 

Charles Franks, Mrs. 

Healey, Thomas Hannabury, 

J.O. Herrick, M. Ketter, 

Mrs. Kilfoyle, N. Kobilka, 

E.P. Lennon, Mrs. M. Lux-

emburg, Mrs. M. McGillan, 

J.M. McDonald, Miss Macy, 

A. Malm, F. Mlenek, Thomas 

Ovsak, Sr., Joseph Ovsak, 

Stephen Ovsak, F.W. Peck, 

Oscar Peterson, T. Rutz, 

Michael Rymer, Joseph Ry-

mer, Peter Rymer, Nick 

Schantzen, F. Schantzen, 

Ted Schantzen, Joseph Schil-

ling, George Smith, Ira Smith, 

Adrian Smith, E. Springmier, 

Mrs. N.O. Stadum, J. Stroble, 

and Mrs. J. Svoboda. 

 The first organ was do-

nated to the church by Mr. 

and Mrs. Thomas Ovsak, Sr. 

The first organist was Mrs. 

Ingolf Petersen, and the first 

choir director was Mrs. Cora 

Hatfield. Through the years, 

several of the Ovsak children 

played the organ; also Eliza-

beth Miller, and possibly oth-

ers; but the organist who 

stayed for any length of time 

was Mrs. Earl (Ann) Kaliher. 

The Kalihers were here from 

1949 until 1967, and during 

those 18 years, Ann played 

for both Sunday Masses, plus 

daily Masses, never missing a 

day unless she was sick or 

they were on vacation. Mr. 

and Mrs. Leonard Novak 

were married and joined the 

parish in 1965. In 1966 when 

Mrs. Kaliher asked for addi-

tional organists, Bernadette 

Novak volunteered. She was 

the head organist after the 

Kalihers left. Through the 

years she had help from Mrs. 

Norman Bruneau, Mrs. Felix 

Bienek, John Pryzbylski, Mrs. 

Tom Yutrzenka, Sue Bye, 

Darlyne Votava, Norita 

Fr. Joseph Fraling:  Nov. 1914-April 1915 

Sts. Peter & Paul Catholic 

Church 1915  

òIt was 

decided to 

build a frame 

church for the 

sum of $4,000ó 

Fr. Claude Massonat:1909 or 1910 

 

 

No Photo 

Available 

Fr. John Funk: April 1915-Oct. 1915 
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òFather T.J. 

Heavey 

replaced him 

but was only 

here for a few 

weeks when he 

burned to 

death in a fire 

at the old 

parish houseó 

Beaudry and Sarah Roley. 

Presently, the organists are 

Gayle Gulbranson, Sr. Mar-

guerite Streifel, and Beverly 

Karr. Sister Marguerite has 

been giving thirteen year old, 

Dara Narlock, piano and or-

gan lessons. Dara is very tal-

ented, and a promising young 

organist. She assists Sister 

Marguerite at the organ and 

piano, and we are so thankful 

that she is using her 

talents for our 

church. 

  

Father Funk celebrated his last 

Mass in the Parish On April 

22, 1917. He was succeeded 

by Father Joseph Qillien who 

remained but a few months. 

Father Thomas G. Merrill 

came in September of 1917. 

While here, he began work on 

the new rectory but was 

transferred in February of 

1919 before its completion. 

Father T.J. Heavey replaced 

him but was only here for a 

few weeks when he burned to 

death in a fire at the old parish 

house. On July 29, 1919 Rev. 

Patrick Lyons became pastor. 

He completed and took up 

residence in the new parish 

house. This is the house pres-

ently owned by Mr. and Mrs. 

Charles DuBore at 404 North 

Fifth Street. During the time 

he was here he also had 

charge of the Oslo and St. 

Vincent parishes. While Fa-

ther Lyons was here the 

first Confirmation was held. 

The class was confirmed on 

August 7, 1921 by Bishop 

Timothy Corbett of 

Crookston. 

 Father Joseph Mulvey 

succeeded Father Lyons on 

August 2, 1924 and re-

mained as pastor until 1949. 

Despite the difficult times of 

the Depression, Sts. Peter 

and Paul Parish saw consid-

erable activity during Father 

Mulvey's tenure. He built a 

garage in 1925 and bought 

cemetery grounds in 1928 

from J.D. Lawrence for 

$200. On January 7, 1933, 

Father Mulvey invited the 

parishioners to take part in 

the burning of all the notes 

held against the church. 

 The upkeep of the 

Church and its heating dur-

ing the long cold winters 

was a struggle during those 

years when financing any-

thing was hard. Neverthe-

less, in June 1933, the parish 

undertook remodeling the 

interior of the Church. On 

July 11, 1935, a thousand 

pound bell was donated by 

Thomas Ovsak, Sr. and his 

children - Thomas, Joseph, 

Michael, Mary, Anna, Barbara, 

Stephen and Rose - in mem-

ory of Mrs. Mary Ovsak, wife 

and mother, who died on 

September 25, 1934; and their 

four deceased infant children. 

The blessing and dedication of 

the new bell was held August 

4, 1935. It was christened ST. 

VICTOR in memory of the 

church Mr. Ovsak belonged to 

in the old country. 

 In 1936 Father Mulvey 

purchased a new cemetery 

across from the city cemetery 

and the next year was able to 

remove the bodies from the 

old plot which was outside of 

town. He sold the old plot for 

$50 to Raymond Jensen. 

 The summer of 1938 saw 

an important new addition to 

the church with the building 

of a new sanctuary and sac-

Fr. Joseph Qillien: 1917 (for a few months) 

 

 

No Photo 

Available 

Fr. Thomas Merrill: Sep. 1917-Feb. 1919 

 

 

No Photo 

Available 

Fr. T.J. Heavey: 1919 

 

 

No Photo 

Available 

òOn July 11, 1935, a 

thousand pound bell 

was donated by Tho-

mas Ovsak, Sr. and 

his childrenó 

Fr. Patrick Lyons: Aug. 1919-1924 

Fr. Joseph Mulvey: Aug. 1924-1949 
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risty. This allowed the body 

of the church to be enlarged 

to accommodate about fifty 

more people. The final addi-

tion to the church during 

Father Mulvey's pastorate 

was a new porch added in 

1945.  

 In 1946, under Father 

Mulvey, St. Mary's of Radium 

was formed as a mission of 

Sts. Peter and Paul Church. 

Until they got a church, the 

people of Radium held Mass 

in the upstairs rooms of the 

old Radium Hall with Father 

Mulvey presiding. 

The Pentecost 

Church of Warren was then 

purchased and moved to 

Radium. This church stood 

where Florence Kuznia's 

home is today at 316 East 

Colvin Avenue. 

 Father Mulvey had made 

plans to redecorate the inte-

rior of the Church, which 

was done in the Fall of 1947.  

He also assigned the first 

ushers the church ever had;  

they were Louis 

Diedrich and 

Charles Ferguson. 

They served for 

many years until the present 

day system of rotation 

started.  

 In 1948 St. Mary's of Ra-

dium, became a mission of 

Argyle with Father Rousseau 

and Father Reise offering 

Mass. 

 In 1949, shortly before he 

was transferred, Father Mul-

vey celebrated his 25th Anni-

versary in the Priesthood. He 

didn't like a lot of fuss and 

refused any offer of a celebra-

tion, but the Parish got to-

gether and presented him 

with a gift. 

 Father Nicholas Stumps 

succeeded Father Mulvey on 

July 22, 1949. He was an avid 

poem writer, and later be-

came chaplain at St. Vincent's 

Rest Home in Crookston. In 

1950 Felix Bienek's grand-

mother, Mrs. Elizabeth 

Warczak, died. Because her 

grandson was a member of 

our Parish, she left the church 

$1000 to be used to purchase 

new vestments. While Father 

Stumps was here a serious 

furnace explosion damaged 

the Church. 

 Father W.F. Lemen suc-

ceeded Father Stumps on June 

28, 1952. Father Lemen began 

immediately to make neces-

sary repairs in the buildings 

and property. He remodeled 

the basement of the church 

and the kitchen, built a new 

garage, and added needed 

Parish office space in the Rec-

tory. Father Lemen was quite 

a hockey player, and every 

winter would have a skating 

rink in good shape for the 

youth of Warren to skate 

on. He was also instrumen-

tal in starting a tithing pro-

gram in our parish for the 

funds for the new church 

building. While here, Father 

observed his 25th Anniver-

sary in the Priesthood. The 

Parish helped him celebrate 

by holding an Open House 

for him Sunday afternoon, 

March 12, 1961. The parish-

ioners presented him with a 

gift of $1,000. 

 Father Lemen per-

formed the funeral rites on 

July 11, 1953, for the first 

war casualty in the Parish. 

Pvt. John Poolman, son of 

Mr. and Mrs. Ernest Pool-

man, Jr.  Mr. and Mrs. Pool-

man donated the first $100 

toward a new organ for the 

church in his memory. In 

1955, a new organ was pur-

chased by Father Lemen to 

replace the old pump organ. 

 On July 18, 1963 Father 

Henry 

Monroe 

was ap-

pointed 

pastor. 

The chil-

dren of 

the Parish 

really 

loved him 

as he had 

time for 

them and 

taught a few grades himself. 

Back in the 40's an attempt 

was made to start a Men's 

Club, but nothing really 

materialized until Father 

Monroe arrived. He formed 

the Men's club that was 

active for many years. The 

first president was Daniel 

Myszkowski and the secre-

tary-treasurer was Dave Ju-

dovsky. Father Monroe died 

suddenly March 3, 1965 at the 

age of 52, of a cerebral hem-

orrhage while teaching cate-

chism to the children. He was 

buried in the Parish cemetery. 

Preacher at the funeral Mass 

was Father W.F. Lemen, for-

mer Warren Pastor. A stone 

altar and cross were erected 

near his grave. These beautiful 

structures were donated by 

his sister, Mrs. Grace Miller, 

of Illinois. She also contrib-

uted the stained-glass win-

dows in the Baptistery and a 

considerable amount of 

money for rectory furnishings, 

all in his memory. 

 Father Eugene R. Connelly 

was assigned to our Parish 

March 18, 1965 and served 

until August 10, 1969. In addi-

tion to serving as priest for 

our Parish, he was also Super-

intendent of Schools for the 

Crookston Diocese. 

 During his pastorate a 

new brick church and rectory 

were built to replace the old 

wooden structure. Blessing of 

the ground and construction 

of the buildings began on May 

1, 1968. On February 12, 

1969 the parish vacated the 

frame Church and rectory at 

5th Street and Fletcher Ave-

nue and moved into its new 

quarters. The 12,500 square 

foot structure cost $231,000, 

exclusive of furnishings. It has 

a seating capacity of 400. 

Over half the money required 

for the construction of the 

church was donated by pa-

rishioners. The building com-

mittee included Leo Fournier, 

chairman; Paul Edman, Nor-

man Bruneau, Loius Diedrich, 

David Judovsky, Emil Pribula, 

Ralph Plencner, Aaron DesJar-

dins, Lawrence Marek, Ken-

neth Kroll and Floyd Stancyk. 

Fr. Henry Monroe: July 1963-Feb. 1965 

òFather Monroe 

died suddenly 

March 3, 1965 at 

the age of 52, of a 

cerebral 

hemorrhage while 

teaching catechism 

to the children. ó 

Fr. W.L. Lemen: June 1952-1963 

Fr. Nicholas Stumps: July 1949-1952 

 

 

No Photo 

Available 
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The finance committee in-

cluded Stanley Danielski and 

Harry Kuznia co-chairmen; 

William Mischel, Leonard 

Plencner, Nick Plencner, Ivan 

Johnson, Charles DuBore, L.J. 

McKinnon, Walter Waldorf 

and Carl F. Johnson. 

  

The Men's Club organized and 

served its first St. Patrick's 

Day Ham Dinner in March of 

1969 in an effort to help raise 

money for the needs and fi-

nances of the new church. 

The dinner con-

sisted of ham with 

raisin sauce, along 

with baked potatoes and 

baked beans, corn, coleslaw 

and dessert. The meal was 

complete with an Irish theme 

of shamrocks, green hats and 

aprons, lime Kool-Aid for the 

beverage. The dinner proved 

to be a huge success. The St. 

Patrick's Day Ham Dinner 

became an annual event for 

the church, the 

community of War-

ren, and the surrounding area. 

 The first baptism recorded 

in the new church was that of 

Caroline Jean Cook, daughter 

of Mr. and Mrs. Duane Cook, 

on May 11, 1969. The first 

wedding was performed May 

3, 1969 for Ronald Vanek and 

June Edgar. The first funeral 

was that of Byron D. Fournier 

of Hallock, son of Mr. and 

Mrs. Leo Fournier, held on 

November 19, 1969. 

 Shortly after moving into 

the new church, another or-

gan was purchased from Mrs. 

Maxine Slusar. It was selected 

by Mrs. Leonard Novak and 

Mrs. Rodney Nowacki. 

 Father Louis E. Proulx, a 

native of Argyle, became pas-

tor in August of 1969. He 

loved to fish and spend time 

at his cabin at Long Point Re-

sort north of Warroad. The 

altar servers, accompanied by 

Mr. and Mrs. David Judovsky 

as chaperones, were invited to 

his lake cabin for some fishing 

and recreation. 

 On April 12, 1970, the 

first class was confirmed in 

the new church by Bishop  

L.A. Glenn, and on June 14, 

1970 Father Duane Pribula 

was ordained to the Priest-

hood. In the early spring of 

1971, two men of our Parish 

were appointed by the Bishop 

to serve Holy Communion. 

They were Sylvester Narlock 

and Emil Pribula. 

 On June 26, 1971, Fa-

ther Edward Nistler was 

appointed Pastor. In the 

early fall of 1971 we re-

ceived four Franciscan Sis-

ters. Two worked under 

the name of Area Christian 

Services. Two worked for 

the care of the 

sick and two 

worked in edu-

cation. They 

served the par-

ishes of Doro-

thy, Euclid, 

Oslo, Tabor, 

and Warren 

for three years.  

  In Septem-

ber of 1971, it 

was decided to 

build a brick 

bell tower 

to house 

and pre-

serve the 

bell that the 

Thomas 

Ovsak Family had previously 

donated to the old church 

in 1935. Rose Kranz and the 

Ovask Family made dona-

tions for the project, and 

the plans included a me-

chanically operated hammer 

to be mounted inside. The 

bell tower was completed in 

February of 1973. A few years 

later, in 1977, an electric bell 

ringer was installed to ring the 

large bell. 

 On September 12, 1971, 

an election was held for the 

selection of members for the 

first Parish Council in the his-

tory of the church. 

In October, the 

first Parish Council 

meeting was held, 

and the members 

chosen consisted 

of six men, six 

women, two trus-

tees, and two 

youth. The first 

Parish Council 

president was 

Daniel Mysz-

kowski. The 

first council 

members were: 

Mrs. Howard 

Lamberson, 

Mrs Richard 

Fitzsimons, 

Emil Pribula, Mrs. Don Bauer, 

Daniel Myszkowski, Mrs. Mi-

lan Sorenson, Mrs. W.L. 

Lamb, Mrs. Dennis Brekke, 

Sylvester Narlock, Joe Ray-

mond, Richard Fitzsimons, 

Anthony Kozojed, Leo 

Fournier, Paul Edman, Linda 

Plencner, and Dean Danielski. 

Fr. Eugene Connely: March 1965-July 1969 

 

 

No Photo 

Available 

òThe Men's Club organized 

and served its first  

St. Patrick's Day Ham Dinner 

in March of 1969ó 

Fr. Louis Proulx: July 1969-June 1971 

òOn February 12, 1969 the parish vacated the frame 

Church and rectory at 5th Street and Fletcher Avenue 

and moved into its new quarters.   The 12,500 square foot 

structure cost $231,000, exclusive of furnishings. It has a 

seating capacity of 400.  Over half the money required for 

the construction of the church was donated by  

parishioners. ó 

Fr. Edward Nistler: July 1971-June 1981 
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 St. Mary's Church of Ra-

dium was again switched 

back to the Warren parish 

under Father Nistler. In 

1978, St. Mary's closed its 

doors and its parishioners 

became members of Sts. Pe-

ter and Paul. St. Mary's of 

Euclid then became a mission 

of Warren. 

 On Saturday, June 9, 

1979, Father Nistler cele-

brated his 25th Anniversary 

of his Ordination. A concele-

brated Mass, with a dinner 

following in the Social Hall, 

was held in his honor. The 

Parishes of Sts. Peter and 

Paul and St. Mary's of Euclid, 

presented him with a gift of a 

new Ford station wagon. 

Father Nistler also directed 

some much needed 

repairs, and im-

provements to the church. 

New carpeting was installed, 

a hard surface put unto the 

church parking lot, and insu-

lation was added to the So-

cial Hall walls, and new 

storm windows were pur-

chased.  Father Nistler 

served our Parish until June 

1981. 

 Father James Bernauer 

was assigned to our Parish 

from July 1981 until January 

1987. During that 

time, an order was 

received that the 

tabernacle should no longer 

sit behind the altar, and 

should be moved to a side 

room. The tabernacle did get 

moved, but only to the side 

of the church because it 

would have had to have been 

in the Library otherwise. Fa-

ther Bernauer also had the 

open patio off the rectory 

covered with an insulated 

roof; a new window put in, 

and new floor covering in-

stalled in the rectory living 

room. 

 The parish celebrated Fa-

ther Bernauer's birthday at 

the parish picnic held at the 

Marshall County Fairgrounds 

on June 29, 1986.  

 Father Mulvey, a former 

Pastor who served from 1924-

1949, returned to celebrate 

his 62nd Anniversary of the 

Priesthood. The parish pre-

sented him with a plaque to 

commemorate the occasion 

on October 20, 1986.  

 In January 1987, Father Ed 

Glanzmann was assigned here 

for only six months as an in-

terim priest, but during that 

short stay he implemented 

new ideas of music for the 

Sunday liturgies. Under his 

direction, in May 1987, a con-

tract was signed for a new 

Rogers Pipe Organ. It was 

delivered on July 10, 1987, just 

ten days after Father 

Glanzmann left for a new as-

signment.  

 April 17, 1987, former 

members of the Bishop 

Corbett Council of the 

Knights of Columbus in 

Argyle, the Knights of the 

Warren and Oslo parishes 

formed a new council. The 

charter was drawn for the 

Monsignor A. I. Merth 

Council #9552. Larry Mur-

phy served as the first 

Grand Knight with 106 

members listed on the char-

ter. In 1991, the new 

Knights of Columbus or-

ganization served its First 

Annual Fish Fry, which is 

held on the Friday after Ash 

Wednesday each and every 

year. The fresh walleye, 

delicious salads and mouth 

watering pies are real 

crowd pleasers. The Knights 

of Columbus, and the 

Knights of Columbus Auxil-

iary are very active organi-

zations, helping to serve the 

needs of our church, pro-

viding scholarships for our 

young people, and assisting in 

charitable work within the 

community.  

 The Benedictine Sisters of 

Mount St. Benedict opened a 

dental clinic in Warren in 

1987. Dr. S. Anita Whalen 

and her staff served Warren 

and the surrounding area for 

21 years. Sister Anita retired 

in December 2008, and their 

dental office closed.  

 Father Raymond Palcisko 

served as our parish priest 

from July 1987 until  

June 1992. He was an avid 

golfer and he enjoyed a good 

game of golf with friends from 

the community whenever 

possible. On Sunday, June 25, 

1989, the Parish gathered for 

a Unity Celebration and for 

the burning of the Knights of 

Columbus $100,000 mortgage 

used to finance the construc-

tion of the church. The theme 

for the celebration was "Our 

Church - A Family United". 

Fr. Ed Glanzmann: Jan. 1987-June 1987 

Fr. James Bernauer: July 1981-Jan. 1987 

First Council ñMembers of the Sts. Peter & Paul Catholic Church 

in Warren chose the first Parish Council in the history of the 

church in an election on September 12, 1971.  Members of the 

Council are pictured here as they met in a regular business session 

on Wednesday, September  15, 1971.  Seated around the table, 

going clockwise are:  Mrs. Howard Lamberson, Mrs. Richard Fitzsi-

mons, Emil Pribula, Mrs. Don Bauer, Daniel Myszkowski, Rev. Ed-

ward Nistler, pastor of Sts. Peter & PaulZ Church; Mrs. Milan 

Sorenson, Mrs. W. L. Lamb, Mrs. Dennis Brekke, Sylvester Nar-

lock and Linda Plencner.  Standing, left to right, are: Dean Daniel-

ski, Joe Raymond, Richard Fitzsimons, and Paul Edman.  Council 

members missing were Anthony Kozojed and Leo Fournier.  Coun-

cil officers are:  Mr. Myszkowski, president; Mr. Kozojed, vice presi-

dent; Mrs. Bauer, secretary; and Mrs. Lamberson, treasurer.   

                                                                            ñSheaf Photo  
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Mass was celebrated in the 

church, and then everyone 

gathered at the Marshall 

County Fairgrounds in the 

Centennial Building for a 

potluck parish picnic and the 

mortgage burning ceremony. 

Raymond Burwell acted as 

emcee for the short program 

which consisted of prayer, 

hymns, remarks by Father 

Palcisko, and the main 

speaker for the event Jan 

Lamb. The original members 

of the Finance and Building 

Committee, that were pre-

sent for the celebration, par-

ticipated in the 

burning of the mort-

gage.  

 A going away party and 

potluck dinner was held on 

June 28, 1992 in honor of 

Father Ray, to thank him for 

his service to the Sts. Peter 

and Paul Parish. 

 During the 1990's, new 

equipment was purchased for 

the kitchen. The Altar Soci-

ety replaced the old stoves 

with a large six burner gas 

range. The new stove fea-

tured a grill off to 

the side and large 

double ovens. Later on, a 

used commercial dishwasher 

was purchased from the Sis-

ters of Saint Benedict in 

Crookston. Some remodel-

ing was needed in the kitchen 

to accommodate the equip-

ment. The commercial dish-

washer brought the task of 

dishwashing up to code. 

  

 Father Mike Sullivan was 

assigned to our Parish from 

July, 1992 until June 2000. 

Father Mike was a younger 

priest and was well liked by 

everyone in the parish and the 

community. While he was 

here, a memorial to the un-

born was erected in the Cal-

vary Cemetery in 1993. It was 

fashioned out of the former 

granite baptismal font that had 

been donated by the Mike 

Sabol, Sr. Family some 24 

years earlier. Air conditioning 

was also installed in the 

church under Father Mike's 

leadership. While serving here 

as our parish priest, Father 

Mike was presented a new 

Ford Winstar Van in apprecia-

tion for all he had done for 

the parish.  

 Also during this time; Bob 

Stone worked here doing par-

ish work, under Father 

Mike's guidance, while pre-

paring for the priesthood. 

He was ordained a Deacon 

on May 27, 2000 at Sts. Pe-

ter and Paul Church. Father 

Bob's Ordination to the 

Priesthood was held on June 

18, 2001. Father Bob always 

referred to Sts. Peter and 

Paul as his "home parish", 

and as a thank you for the 

support given to him by 

Father Mike and Sts. Peter 

and Paul parishioners, Fa-

ther Bob con-celebrated his 

first Mass in Warren on 

June 24, 2001 with Father 

Mike Sullivan.  

 The Parish hosted a go-

ing away party for Father 

Mike on June 25, 2000. 

Many people attended from 

the community also, to say 

goodbye and wish him well. 

 Father Larry Weisler 

served as the parish priest 

of our church from July 

2000 until June 2001. Father 

Larry also traveled back and 

forth to Venezuela working 

there in a church and in 

mission work. He loved 

working with the little chil-

dren and telling about his 

work there. Our Parish's 

Altar Society sent donations 

to be used in his mission 

work, and Father Larry al-

ways replied with corre-

spondence and pictures of 

the people and children of 

his mission.   

 The Altar Society is a 

membership of all the 

women of the parish, organ-

ized many years ago. In the 

early years, the Altar Soci-

ety served dinners to raise 

money to help the church 

with financial obligations. 

Later on, in the place of the 

dinners, they organized 

Spring and Fall Bake Sales 

with all the ladies donating 

crafts and baked goods to be 

sold. As the years went by, 

fresh home-made donuts 

were added to the list of 

goodies; and now every 

Spring and Fall a group gath-

ers in the kitchen the day 

before to make over 200 

dozen donuts for each bake 

sale.  

 The Altar Society is also 

very active providing food and 

working for funerals and 

other social events; as well as 

welcoming new parish fami-

lies. The group also contrib-

utes to the education of our 

young people with donations 

to the Religious Education 

Program and provides schol-

arships for graduating seniors, 

and helps with many other 

needs of the parish and com-

munity gatherings.  

 Father Gary LaMoine was 

appointed to serve here as 

Pastor in July 2001. He made 

many necessary improve-

ments and repairs to the 

church while here. In 2002, he 

suggested that the parish 

chapel be converted into a 

multipurpose room suitable 

for family members to gather 

for funerals, and for extra 

classroom space. New carpet 

and furniture made for a com-

fortable family room setting 

that was very much needed in 

the church. He also had the 

tall, overgrown, Evergreen 

shrubbery removed from the 

west side of the church, as it 

was causing water drainage 

problems for the roof in that 

area. Father Gary was also 

instrumental in the remodel-

ing of two restrooms to make 

them handicapped accessible.  

 On November 10, 2002, 

Kelly Lund donated her house 

to the Sts. Peter and Paul 

church. The house and prop-

òOn Sunday, June 25, 1989, 

the Parish gathered for a 

Unity Celebration and for 

the burning of the Knights of 

Columbus $100,000 mort-

gage used to finance the con-

struction of the church.ó                                        

Fr. Raymond Palcisko: July 1987-June 1992 

Fr. Michael Sullivan: July 1992-June 2000 

Fr. Larry Weisler: July 2000-June 2001 


